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Is it time to end to lockdown?Query

The lockdown should stop It’s too dangerous to end it

Yes No

Maintaining the current lockdown in the 
US would only make things worse, 
asserts John Lee of The Spectator ...

The current lockdown should stay in 
place until the COVID-19 situation gets 
better, argues Brian Resnick of Vox. ...

Writing in this magazine a month ago, I 
applauded the British government’s 
stated aim of trying to follow the 
science in dealing with COVID ...

This month, Missouri allowed concerts to 
resume for the first time since the state’s 
stay-at-home order started at the beginning 
of April. Yes, concerts, where people usually 
pack together, breathing the same air.
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1. Introduction
The goal of this work is to identify and comparatively 

analyze the perspectives expressed in news editorials, but 
one main challenge to studying the argumentation 
structure in news editorials is that its elements are often 
not expressed explicitly. Rather, they follow subtle 
rhetorical strategies combining emotional anecdotes with 
hidden claims. This makes it difficult to identify and 
analyze the arguments in news editorials computationally. 

To alleviate such problem, we present MultiOpEd, an 
open-domain English news editorial corpus that supports 
various tasks pertaining to the argumentation structure in 
news editorials. 

To demonstrate the benefits of modeling different 
induced tasks on the argumentation structure,  we 
conduct a case study of Multi-task Perspective 
Summarization. Our analysis shows that modeling stance 
and relevance classification jointly with the summarization 
task improves the overall quality of the perspective 
generated. 
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4. Multi-task Perspective Summarization 5. Results and Analysis 6. Conclusion
● MultiOpEd – an open-domain news editorial corpus 

that induces various argumentation-related tasks.
○ Abstraction over the editorial
○ Pairs of editorials with opposing stances
○ Multiple argumentatio-related tasks together

● Case Study – multi-task perspective summarization
○ stance and relevance auxiliary tasks help improve the 

overall quality of the perspective generated. 

Our data and code:We hope that MultiOpEd can present 
opportunities and challenges to future 
research in argumentations.
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