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Outline

Goal: to study the argumentation structures in news
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● MultiOpEd – an open-domain English news editorial corpus 
that induces various argumentation-related tasks.

● Case Study – perspective summarization with relevance and 
stance auxiliary tasks.



News Editorials
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Perspectives:
The lockdown should stop

Perspectives:
It’s too dangerous to end it

Image taken from: https://spectator.us/topic/ten-reasons-end-lockdown-now/
https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2020/5/9/21251034/covid-19-reopening-economy-plans-missouri-georgia-science

Challenge: argumentation structure in news editorials is often 
implicit [El Baff et al. 2018]. 

https://spectator.us/topic/ten-reasons-end-lockdown-now/


MultiOpEd
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Is it time to end to lockdown?Query

The lockdown should stop It’s too dangerous to end it

Yes No

Maintaining the current lockdown in the 
US would only make things worse, 
asserts John Lee of The Spectator ...

The current lockdown should stay in 
place until the COVID-19 situation gets 
better, argues Brian Resnick of Vox. ...

Writing in this magazine a month ago, I 
applauded the British government’s 
stated aim of trying to follow the 
science in dealing with COVID ...

This month, Missouri allowed concerts to 
resume for the first time since the state’s 
stay-at-home order started at the beginning 
of April. Yes, concerts, where people usually 
pack together, breathing the same air.

Perspective

Abstract

Article

Support Support

Oppose

Summarize Summarize



Data Collection – theperspective.com
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Query

Perspective



Data Collection – theperspective.com
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Abstract

Article



Data Collection – Annotations

● Stance Annotation
○ which side supports/opposes the query

● Implicit Reference Resolution in Perspectives
○ “It’s too dangerous to end it.” 

● Topic annotations
○ US Politics, Entertainment, World News, etc.
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the lockdown. 



Dataset Statistics
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Induced Tasks
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Is it time to end to lockdown?Query

The lockdown should stop It’s too dangerous to end it

Yes No

Maintaining the current lockdown in the 
US would only make things worse, 
asserts John Lee of The Spectator ...

The current lockdown should stay in 
place until the COVID-19 situation gets 
better, argues Brian Resnick of Vox. ...

This month, Missouri allowed concerts to 
resume for the first time since the state’s 
stay-at-home order started at the beginning 
of April. Yes, concerts, where people usually 
pack together, breathing the same air.

Perspective

Abstract

Article

Support Support

Oppose

SummarizeSummarize

Writing in this magazine a month ago, I 
applauded the British government’s 
stated aim of trying to follow the 
science in dealing with COVID ...



Case Study– Perspective Summarization
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Is it time to end 
the lockdown?

Query

The current lockdown should 
stay in place until the COVID-19 
situation gets better, argues 
Brian Resnick of Vox. ...

Abstract

It's too dangerous 
to end the 

lockdown now

Input Generated
Perspective

Is it time to end the 
lockdown?Query

It's too dangerous to 
end the lockdown now

Generated 
Perspective

Relevant/
Irrelevant

Input Output

Is it time to end the 
lockdown?Query

It's too dangerous to 
end the lockdown now

Generated 
Perspective

Support/
Oppose

Input Output

Perspective 
Summarization

Relevance Stance



Case Study– Perspective Summarization

11

BART Encoder

Query Abstract

Summarization 
Loss

Relevance Stance

Linear Layers

Input

BART Decoder
Last hidden states

Relevance 
Loss

Stance 
Loss

BERT 
Relevance

BERT Stance

Linear Layers



Results and Analysis
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Conclusion

● MultiOpEd – an open-domain news editorial corpus that induces 
various argumentation-related tasks.
○ Abstraction over the editorial
○ Pairs of editorials with opposing stances
○ Multiple argumentatio-related tasks together

● Case Study – perspective summarization with relevance and stance 
auxiliary tasks.
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Our data and code:

Thanks!

We would like to thank Daniel Ravner, the CEO of www.theperspective.com, for kindly 
granting access to data from the site for academic research.


